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1902.   Similarly,   the number of  students increased from
5,399 in 1882 to 12,424 in 1892.22

But these Universities served as purely examination
bodies on the model of the University of London, till the
beginning of the present century. The then Government of
India appointed another Indian Universities Commission in
1902 under the Chairmanship of Sir Thomas Raleigh, who
was a Member of the Executive Council of the Governor-
General. In its report, it recommended that the Universi-
ties should take up teaching and undertake research as
well, and also stressed the need for various governing
bodies in the universities. The Universities Act of 1904
embodied the main recommendations of the Commission.
It made a provision to constitute governing bodies and pro-
vided a statutory recognition to them. This also includes a
provision to appoint University professors and to do all
acts which tend to the promotion of study and research.
Thus, this Act is considered as beginning for the develop-
ment of advanced learning and' research in Indian Univer-
sities. This created an opportunity for Universities to in-
clude the research programme as one of its functions.

The then Government of India, in its resolution on
education, also accepted the need for establishing more
residential Universities, wherever it is possible. As a result,
six more Universities came into existence between 1913
and 1921. However, it is appropriate to mention that great
people like Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and Pachayappa
Mudaliar and societies like Deccan Educational Society of
Poona, the Arya Samaj in Punjab and the National
Council of Education in Bengal did much for the develop-
ment of higher education in India.

Similarly, a new era in the history of University edu-
cation in India commenced with the publication of the
report of the Calcutta University Commission in 1919,
under the Chairmanship of Sir Michael Sadler, the then
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Leeds, to enquire into
conditions and prospects of the Calcutta University. It made
a strong plea for the establishment of the unitary Universities